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Florida Department of Environmental Protection Lake Asbury Field Observation 
Tour 

June 22, 2009 

Summary Minutes 
 
Orientation Location: 
 
Lake Asbury Community Center, 282 Branscomb Road, Green Cove Springs, FL 
 
Time: 1:00 to 1:30PM 
 
1. Opening remarks LAMSBD Chairman: 

a) The attendees were oriented as to how this field observation survey came to be. This 
began as ŀ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘ ōȅ 5ǊΦ hǿŜǘŜΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ǘƻ Ǿƛǎƛǘ [ŀƪŜ !ǎōǳǊȅ for the purpose of better 
understanding the status of the dams and lakes that our special district has the 
maintenance responsibility.  

2.    Introductions: 
a) Attendees (See sign-in sheet attached) 
b) Dr. Owete, Bureau of Mining and Minerals Regulations, Florida Department of  
    Environmental Protection, Tallahassee, FL. 
c) Tracy Freiwald, MS, PG, Technical Section, Bureau of Mining & Minerals Regulation, 
     Florida Department of Environmental Protection, Tallahassee, FL. 
d) Stanley Inabinet, Engineer VI, Division of Water Resource Management, Bureau of Mine  
    Reclamation, Florida Department of Environmental Protection, Tallahassee, FL. 
e) Cara Perron, St Johns River Water Management, Jacksonville, FL.  
f) Mike Bueme, PE, BC, Bueme Engineering, Orange Park, FL. Presentation on prior dredging,  
    the results and its impact on the lakes. 

3.    Closing orientation remarks LAMSBD Chairman: 
a) The attendees were told that this was not a Board meeting. Because there are  
     several Board Trustees in attendance, they were reminded that they are restricted from  
     ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴǎ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ƳŀǘǘŜǊǎΦ  
b) Based upon legal advice, there will be summary minutes of this DEP site survey. 

 
Dam Inspection and Land Tour of Lake Asbury, South Lake Asbury, Lake Ryan & Lake LARC 
 
Time: 1:30 to 4:00PM 
 
South Lake Asbury 
1. Dam inspection and photos taken of sink hole. 
2. Road tour of the dynamics affecting SLA 

a) 722ς752 Branscomb Road 
b) 1005 Arthur Moore Dr 



2 

 

c) Beck Court 
d) Seminole Village  

Lake LARC 
3. Dam Inspection LARC 
Lake Ryan 
4. Dam Inspection Ryan 
5. Road tour of the LŀƪŜ wȅŀƴΩǎ dynamics 

a) 757 Lake Asbury Road 
b) 659 Lake Asbury Road 

 
Lake Asbury (North Lake) 
6. Dam inspection 
7. Road tour of LA lake dynamics 

a) 423 Wesley Road 
b) 530 Wesley Road 
c) 580 Wesley Road 
 

Boat tour (Cancelled in favor of walking the fingers) 
 
Summation of the debriefing: 
 
Time: 4:00 to 5:30PM 
Lake Asbury Community Center 

The debriefing of the field observations centered on the general comments by Stanley Inabinets 

with many questions from the attendees. All comments are based upon field observations and 

should not to be considered ŀǎ ŀƴ ŜȄǇŜǊǘΩǎ ŜǾŀƭǳŀǘƛƻƴǎ based upon facts. Evaluations and 

recommendations can only be based upon facts backed by current engineering analysis, which is 

not available for Lake Asbury. 

General Field Observations summarized: 

¶ SL seems to have inadequate free board. 

¶ SL has no overflow supporting the one valve to control water levels. 

¶ SL has a long standing wet spot. 

¶ SL has French drains and they seem to be working. 

¶ SL and its ability to carry the volumes of water from the watershed should be updated to 

ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƪŜΩǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŎŀǊǊȅ ǘƘŜ Ǌǳƴ-offs under current circumstances and 

engineering models. 
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¶ SL with one mechanical valve requires a clearly defined Emergency Action Plan to avoid 

overflowing the free board. With the dynamics observed, it does not have to be a serious 

storm, like a hurricane, to lose the battle to keep this lake below the free board.  

¶ SLΩǎ ǾŀƭǾŜǎΣ nor any of the mechanical valves, are managed by an outside knowledgeable 

and reliable contractor. 

¶ SL over the free board would likely cause NL to experience a catastrophic failure with highly 

probable serious property and environmental damages all of which would be the 

responsibility of the district. Under the right circumstances, this liability could extend to loss 

of life. 

¶ Observations of Lakes Ryan and LARC leads to a probability that if either or both overflowed 

their free board it could cause NL to fail. 

¶ b[ ƻōǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳƴŘ ǾŀƭƛŘŀǘŜǎ 59tΩǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎΣ ōŀǎŜŘ ǳǇƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 

satellite views, that there are large hard wood trees on the slope of the dam. This type of 

tree on ŀ ŘŀƳΩǎ slope has been determined known to be the primary cause of several recent 

dam failures. The treeΩǎ removal plan has to be established by expert engineers and the 

removal plan implemented to their criteria by a qualified tree removal company. This 

observation caused concern that the Board address this issue as soon as possible and 

employ the proper experts to complete the project. 

¶ The watershed is the focus of concern in that the Board is not represented at the planning 

and development table of Clay County. The watershed has tremendous negative impact on 

the performance of lakes and there is no observed partnership with the county. The fault 

with the Board is that they have no current facts developed by professional to counter the 

independent watershed actions by the county. In dealing with other governmental entities, 

only facts, not emotions get attention and resolution. 

¶ Any further dredging efforts should address the sources of sedimentation. The money spent 

for dredging delivered little return to the lot owners. If the watershed issues are not 

addressed, there is little need to dredge again. The members attending this field 

ƻōǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ǊŜŀƭƛȊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ōǳƭƪ ƻŦ 

the fast moving water and sediment delivered to the lakes is a watershed issue. 

(Edits are provided by BMMR Technical Support & Florida Dam Safety Program) 
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General discussions summarized: 

¶ Without the new assessment, the Board should look to grants. The response was that the 

Board has put itself on ŀ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘǎΩ ǎƘƻǾŜƭ ǊŜŀŘȅ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ƭƛǎǘ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ CƭƻǊƛŘŀ 

Association of Special Districts delivered to the governor. 

¶ Dr. Owete was asked to provide any additional grant information that came across his desk. 

This became his opening to ask that the Board to send members to his fall conference on 

earthen dams where there was an opportunity for dam owners to share information to 

assist with individual dam problems. This invitation will be an agenda item for the July 6th 

Board meeting. 

¶ There will be no written report of the field observation by the DEP. 

 

____________________ 
Robert Rumble                                    Approved___________________________________ 
Secretary      CHAIRMAN 
         Date: _________________________  
 
Attachments: 

Sign-in sheet 
IŀƴŘƻǳǘ ǿƛǘƘ [ŀǿ 9ƴƎƛƴŜŜǊƛƴƎΩǎ ŘŀƳ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ мнΣ мффс 
/ƭŀȅ ¢ƻŘŀȅΩǎ tǳōƭƛŎ !ƴƴƻǳƴŎŜƳŜƴǘ 
Selected photos of the watershedΩǎ drainage damages at various fingers were provided and are on file. 
 

There was no requirement to tape record this field observation survey of Lake Asbury by the 

Florida Department of Environmental Protection, Bureau of Mining and Minerals Regulations. 

DEP Edits: 
From: Freiwald, Tracy [mailto:Tracy.Freiwald@dep.state.fl.us]  
Sent: Monday, June 29, 2009 3:37 PM 
To: Carl Kocher 
Cc: RORumble@aol.com; Owete, Owete; Inabinet, Stanley 
Subject: RE: Draft Summary Minutes of the DEP site visit 6 22 

Carl, 

We do have a few comments/changes about your email below and the Draft Summary Minutes. 
Please see our comments shown in blue below (some words have been deleted).   Additionally, 
in the Draft minutes, please rephrase the second sentence of the fifth bulleted paragraph shown 
on page 3, to read, ñThis type of tree on a damôs slope has been known to cause dam failures.ò  
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Please also rephrase the first sentence in the seventh bulleted paragraph to read, ñAny further 

dredging efforts should address the sources of sedimentation.ò 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your meeting minutes.  

Tracy 
Tracy Freiwald, MS, PG 
BMMR Technical Support & Florida Dam Safety Program 
  

 
The Department of Environmental Protection values your feedback as a customer. DEP Secretary 
Michael W. Sole is committed to continuously assessing and improving the level and quality of services 
provided to you. Please take a few minutes to comment on the quality of service you received. Simply 
click on this link to the DEP Customer Survey. Thank you in advance for completing the survey. 

http://survey.dep.state.fl.us/?refemail=Tracy.Freiwald@dep.state.fl.us
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